
 
Sunday December 9, 2018 

 

 

The Coming Week’s Schedule 
 

 

Sunday    8:00 a.m.       Rite I  Eucharist  

                     9:00 a.m.    Shakespeare and 

                                               Christianity (L)*                                                           
10:00 a.m.  Rite II Eucharist 

 10:00 a.m.    First Steps Nursery                                                  

Monday   Parish  Offices  Closed 

Wednesdays 

9:00 a.m. Women’s Spirituality Group (L)* 

1:00 p.m.          Staff Meeting 

7:30 p.m.  Choir Practice (S)* 

Thursdays  

9:30 a.m.   Men’s Group 
Locations:   (S) Sanctuary, (L) Library,  (C1) Classroom 1,  

  (C2) Classroom 2  

Thanks to Today’s Ministers !   

 

 
 

8 am Holy Eucharist 

Celebrant/Preacher Beth Phillips 

Music Director           Lauren Wittine 

Altar Guild                Betsy Alexander 

Usher  Jim Raitt 

Acolyte                            Julianna Palazzolo 

Lector (Lesson)     NEED VOLUNTEER 
Lector (Epistle)  JJ Palazzolo 

Intercessor  Mary Hufty 

LEM  Betsy Alexander 

 

10 am Holy Eucharist 

Celebrant/Preacher    Beth Phillips 

Music Director     Lauren Wittine 

Altar Guild                     Marty Coddington 

Greeter                            Jack Lucas 

Greeter      Anne Dauer 

Usher                               Paul Lovoi 

Usher                               Lenore Lovoi 

Acolyte                            Louise Delafield 

Lector  (Lesson)           Angela Hey 

Lector (Epistle)           Anne Bertenthal 

Intercessor                    Lenore Lovoi 

LEM                                 Annemarie Redmond 

Coffee  Hour Host       Mary Soubirous 

                    Celebrations this Week  
Birthdays 

Robert Redfern-West, Mary McCann, Bill Lattin, Joan 
Gray, Daniel Zdeblick, Val Russom,  Caroline Pflaum, 

Jonathan Zdasiuk 
 

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and 
guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they 
stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up 
if they fall; and in their heart may your peace which passes under-
standing abide all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

In Our Prayers  

With special concern:  Parishioners:  Friends and Family: Pat Bod-
dington, Ron Larson, George Engs, Priscilla Bates, Libby Lucas, 
Dede Jamison, Bernard Spilsbury (Penny McCulloch’s father), 
Chuck Gordon, Caryl Silber (Elizabeth Alexander’s cousin). 

(Names  are added  for those who  are in particular need at this time. They will be 
removed  from the list after 4 weeks unless we are notified to keep them on list). 
 

Recently Deceased:   Douglas, Richard Moncreiff , Joe Graham, 
Carolyn Sprankle, Tim Crew,  Anne Birgbauer, Bob Falconer, Carol 
Reom (Michel Hardbarger’s mother), Richard Bruce Todd 
 

On the anniversaries of their deaths:  Arthur Hillier, Ruth Smith, 
John Wilson 
 

For emergencies, please call Mother Beth at (970) 948-7962. 

 



Next  Week’s Ministers !  
December 16, 2018 

 

 
 

8 am Holy Eucharist 

Celebrant/Preacher Beth Phillips 

Music Director           Lauren Wittine 

Altar Guild                Norma Cance 

Usher  Jim Raitt 

Acolyte                            Julianna Palazzolo 

Acolyte                            JJ Palazzolo 

Lector (Lesson)     Danny Alegria 

Lector (Epistle)  Mary Paine 

Intercessor  Lori Palazzolo 

LEM  Betsy Alexander 

 

10 am Holy Eucharist 

Celebrant/Preacher    Beth Phillips 

Music Director     Lauren Wittine 

Altar Guild                     Marty Coddington 

Greeter                            Paul Lovoi 

Greeter          Lenore Lovoi 

Usher                               Stu Langs 

Usher                              Kaethe Langs 

Acolyte                           Louise Delafield 

Lector  (Lesson)          Robert Redfern-
West 

Lector (Epistle)          Lenore Lovoi 

Intercessor                   Anne Dauer 

LEM                                Stannye Llewellyn 

Coffee  Hour Host      Penny McCulloch   

If you enjoy singing

Wednesday night  
mornings before the 10 a.m. service. There will be one last final rehearsal on 
Christmas Eve  at 4:15 p.m. just before the Christmas Eve service at 5:30 
p.m. This year we will be singing Mother Beth

 



     A Note from Your Rector 
 

Last week, we had an amazing Merry Breakfast.  It was the biggest one ever. Santa 
made an appearance, and we all got a chance to give him our wish list. It is a fun 
tradition. Thank you to all who came and made it a wonderful and festive event!  We 
also celebrated another tradition at Carillon this past week. Instead of our usual 

chapel, Carillon Executive Director  Enid Helene taught us 
about Hanukkah — the Jewish festival of lights. This 
eight-day festival commemorates the rededication of 
the Second Temple during the Maccabean Revolt  in the 
second century BCE when the area was ruled by Seleucids (Syrian-Greeks).  The 
Maccabees regained control of Jerusalem and the Temple. According to tradition, most 
of the holy oil kept in the Temple had been desecrated. There was just a single 
container left, which should have only been enough for one day. However, the oil was 

said to have lasted eight days. Interestingly, the story of the Maccabees is not preserved in the Hebrew Bible 
(Tanakh). However, it is included in the Septuagint—a  very early Greek translation ,and  it is also in the Mishna. 
 

Here at Christ Church, we are entering the second week of Advent. Advent seems to dovetail nicely with  the Jewish 
Festival of Lights. Like Hanukkah, it always takes place during the darkest time of the year, a time when many people 
experience seasonal depression.  We use advent as a time of preparation — preparation for the Light (the Light of 
Jesus) to come into the world. It is a time to reflect and to remind ourselves that God is with us—even in the darkness, 
even when the world seems to be degenerating into a cold and dark place. It is okay not to feel jolly around the 
holidays. They can often be painful or lonely.  In fact, Advent is sort of like a liturgical “wilderness” experience. This 
week, for example, the gospel is about John the Baptist. The prophet who lived in the wilderness, wore a hair shirt 
and lived on honey and locusts. The wilderness is scary, but it is also a place where people throughout history and the 
Bible have gone to be restored and get closer to God.  We actually need darkness. However, during this season of 
darkness in the wilderness,  it is important to remind ourselves that God is with us.  As Barbara Brown Taylor wrote in 
her book, Learning to Walk in the Dark, “ “Even when light fades and darkness falls--as it does 
every single day, in every single life--God does not turn the world over to some other 
deity...Here is the testimony of faith; darkness is not dark to God; the night is as bright as the 
day.”  Perhaps you  or someone you know needs to be reminded.  This is why all the faith 
leaders here in Portola Valley have created a special Longest Night service to hold some 
sacred space for those feelings. It will be held on the evening of December 20 next door at the 
Presbyterian Church at 7 p.m. 
Blessings, Beth  

Sing in the Choir  
on Christmas Eve! 

If you enjoy singing—come sing 
with the choir for Christmas eve 
services. It is a great way to get 

involved, get to know people, to learn and  to serve.  Email 
Lauren at lauren@ccpvw.org.   Rehearsals for Christmas eve 
music begin  7:30  p.m. this Wednesday night  — the choir’s usual 
rehearsal time along with Sunday mornings before the 10 a.m. 
service. There will be one last final rehearsal on Christmas Eve  at 
4:15 p.m. just before the Christmas Eve service at 5:30 p.m. We 
will be singing Mother Beth’s favorite song of all time O Magnum 
Mysterium composed by Morten Lauridsen. It is a holy and 
scacred piece and make the evening even more special. 

Joining us Today! 
 

Nacole Barth-Ellis from Life Moves will be 
coming to the 8.00a.m. service to talk about 
Life Moves and thank the Christ Church 
community for their on going support 
especially with the Maple Street Shelter in 
Redwood City. She will be available to 
answer any questions at the coffee hour.  



Looking Ahead 
 

Dec 9 
TONIGHT is the Christmas Banquet  

_____________________ 

Dec 16 
Gingerbread Houses and Dinner 

_____________________ 

Dec 20 
The Longest Night Service 

_____________________ 

Dec 24 
3 p.m. Christmas Pageant 

5:30 p.m. Candlelight Service 
_____________________ 

Dec 25 
10 a.m. Christmas Day 

 Candlelight Service 
_____________________ 

Jan  27 
Annual Breakfast, Movie and Meeting 

Christ Church, 815 Portola Road, Portola Valley, California 94028 
 (650) 851-0224     ccpvw.org    facebook.com/ccpvw 

Mission Outreach  
Christmas Donations Needed 

Maple Street Shelter in Redwood City houses 
110 homeless adults, twice the number as last 
year.  For the holidays we are seeking 
donations of adult sized socks, hats, scarves 
and gloves.  We continue to seek hotel-
sized toiletries and adult sized shower 
shoes.  Bins are in the narthex. 
 

Home & Hope* is one of 2 shelters housing 
homeless families in San Mateo County.  For 
Christmas we are collecting cash or 
checks which we will turn into Target gift cards 
so the parents can choose Christmas gifts and 
clothing for their children.   
 

Episcopal Charities are seeking gift 
cards (Target, Walmart, Safeway) for survivors 
of the Camp Fire.  Bring them to the church and 
we will deliver them or mail them to The 
Episcopal Diocese of Northern California/350 
University Ave, Suite 280/Sacramento, CA. 
95825 

Help Feed Homeless Families 
During the week of December 30-Jan 5 Home & 
Hope's ecumenical partners will be unable to 
house 4 homeless families who will instead be 
housed in a local motel.  During that week our 
Christ Church families will provide groceries for 
the homeless families.  A week ahead a grocery 
list will be published on Sign-Up Genius and 
you can choose which items you want to 
volunteer to provide.  Then just buy them and 
bring them to church on Sunday December 
9th between 8:45 and 10:30AM.  They will be 
delivered that afternoon.  If you have not 
already participated in this program, and want 
to, contact Kathy Kennedy at 650-291-9678 
or kennedyiti@aol.com and she will add you to 
the Sign-Up Genius list   

 


